
 

Jane Carolan  
Chair 
Strathbungo Society  
 

20/9/19 

Dear Ms Carolan  

Thank you for your letter on behalf of the Strathbungo Society in relation to our work to 
manage lineside vegetation in order to maintain a safe and operationally efficient railway as 
well as to prepare for the potential electrification of the route. 

The vegetation clearance work between Glasgow and East Kilbride is to enable site and 

geological investigation (SI/GI) which will inform the design and development of an 

enhancement programme, including electrification, for the lines to East Kilbride (and 

Barrhead) as part of the rolling programme of electrification. 

This is part of the Government’s Programme for Scotland 2019-2020 and will contribute to 

the decarbonisation of Scotland’s rail services by 2035. 

We sent out more than 8000 letters to lineside communities inviting them to attend three 

community drop-ins, where they were offered the chance to meet the project team and ask 

any questions or discuss any concerns.  

Many local residents who attended the community drop-ins were very supportive of the 

idea that this work could lead to the electrification of the line and the benefits that this 

could bring in terms of  improved quality and reliability of service on longer, faster, greener 

trains as well as reduction of emissions by displacing diesel trains from the route. It would 

also encourage increased use of the railway as a replacement for private car use. 

Ahead of this work, we have completed environmental assessments in relation to wildlife 

and habitat on or around the railway.  We acknowledge that the removal of trees and 

vegetation cannot be done without some short-term disturbance and potential 

displacement of wildlife.  Through this work we will though change the nature of the railway 

environment which over time, will continue to support lineside biodiversity. 

The first step to enable this change is the removal of large mature trees which pose the 

biggest safety risk to the railway now and potentially an electrified railway in the future. 

On the night of the drop-in attended by members of the Strathbungo society, we advised 

ways in which documents could be accessed.  As you will appreciate, many of these 

documents cannot be issued in an uncontrolled manner as they can include locations / 

information on protected species.  Some of these are also confidential for commercial 



reasons. We also shared fully and openly contact information on how to seek further 

information or to escalate complaints. 

At the drop-ins and in advance on social media, we used images and video which showed 

the extent of the work proposed and how we go about delivering this work and have been 

particularly open about the visual impact this would have on the lineside.   

While we acknowledge that removing trees will change the visual look of the railway 

embankment for communities going forward, we will consider ways in which we can work 

to support re-planting locally (off the railway) if appropriate.   

Additionally, we will reintroduce some vegetation which will change the nature of the 

railway corridor in terms of the nature, wildlife and habitat but preserve it in part.  

However, this will be in keeping with our need to protect and promote a safe and 

operationally efficient railway. 

To address the specific points you raise;  

1) The work as planned is in line with Network Rail’s normal approach to managing 
lineside vegetation. It is the same specification as has been applied on tree removals 
in other urban locations both with Overhead Line Electrification (OLE) equipped lines 
and as we prepared for other electrification projects. 

It should be clarified that this is the specification of vegetation management that 
would be applied irrespective of the potential of a future electrification project. 

The survey work we are doing now is to enable development of a plan and a costed 
programme as remitted by Transport Scotland (as part of a programme of 
enhancements) for consideration. 

2) Network Rail is using its standard specification for management of lineside 
vegetation.  For matters of compliance in this regard, it is something which is 
regulated by the Office of Road & Rail (ORR) and for which Network Rail is under 
considerable scrutiny. 

 

3) While we acknowledge that the Conservation area boundary is on Network Rail’s 
land we are exempt from needing consent to manage our lineside vegetation where 
the tree is situated on operational land and the work is necessary for: 

-    the safe operation of the undertaking, 

-    inspection, repair or renewal of apparatus of the statutory undertaker, or 

-    to carry out permitted development 



4) We are fully aware of the former Strathbungo station foot bridge and many other 
issues and impediments that will require to be addressed as we prepare to electrify 
the line.  We will explore and consider options in relation to these before we 
consider the preferred way forward.  This is in no way linked to the need to manage 
lineside vegetation. 

 

5) We acknowledge that the removal of trees and vegetation on the railway corridor 
cannot be done without some short-term disturbance and potential displacement of 
wildlife.  Through this work we will also change the nature of the railway 
environment.  

The first step to enable this change is the removal of large mature trees which pose 
the biggest safety risk to the railway. 

We will manage the embankment and over time, reintroduce appropriate vegetation 
which will continue support lineside biodiversity.  In the event of proceeding with 
the electrification project, we will also work with local partners to deliver an overall 
net-gain in biodiversity across the work while simultaneously delivering cleaner, 
more energy efficient railway for this community. 

 

6) Ecological assessment has been carried out and will be ongoing throughout the 
duration of the work. As indicated, where we are removing trees, we will work with 
partners to re-plant. 

 

7) This work is in line with Network Rail’s normal approach to managing lineside 
vegetation. It is the same specification as has been applied on tree removals in other 
urban locations. 

It is part of the development of an enhancement programme, including 

electrification, for the lines to East Kilbride (and Barrhead) as part of the rolling 

programme of electrification. 

 

This is part of the Government’s Programme for Scotland 2019-2020 and will 

contribute to the decarbonisation of Scotland’s rail services by 2035. 

 

 

8) We will manage the embankment and over time, reintroduce appropriate vegetation 
which will continue to support lineside biodiversity.  This will not include trees which 
will become a safety risk for the railway 



For clarity, much of our lineside maintenance work is carried out by ‘outside 
contractors’ though we do completely agree that ongoing lineside maintenance, as 
we are doing here, is the most efficient option. 

Our embankments are an asset that we need to manage with or without trees.  Our embankments 

and cuttings are inspected routinely and periodically by our Geotechnical team and with appropriate 

drainage to manage run off and protect the embankment from scour, removal of this vegetation 

does not present a problem. 

In line with the Scottish Government plans to tackle climate change, electrification will 

deliver benefits to Scotland’s railway, and will have a highly significant environmental 

impact which encompasses as well as extends far beyond adjacent lineside communities.   

In line with the Scottish Government plans to tackle climate change, electrification will not 

only deliver direct operational benefit to Scotland’s railway and passengers, it will be a 

significant positive contribution to the environment, reaching far beyond the immediate 

area. 

I hope this clarifies on the points you raise  

Best regards 

Owen Campbell 

 

 

 

Cc Elected Representatives: Nicola Sturgeon MSP; Alison Thewlis MP; Councillors Norman 

Macleod, Hanif Raja, David Meikle and Jon Molyneux 

Cc Representative community organisations:  Shawlands and Strathbungo Community 

Council, Pollokshields Community Council, Pollokshields Trust, Pollokshields Heritage 

 

 


