Strathbungo Society

Minutes of Committee Meeting

Monday 15th September 2008

Grianach
Present: 
Scott Mackay, Lynne Flower, Laura Moodie, Teresa Mooney, Maureen Gallacher, Margaret Gillan, James Limb. 

Apologies: 
Stephen Lamb, Matthew Moodie. Joanna Murphy, Elaine Dearie.

1.
Welcome and Apologies
Scott welcomed the group to the meeting. There were apologies from Matthew Moodie and Stephen Lamb, and also from Elaine Dearie who was unable to stay for the meeting.

2.
Minutes and Matters Arising
The AGM was reviewed, and felt to be productive, although a higher turnout had been anticipated. 

Scott outlined further problems with youths in the back lanes, together with arson attacks on bins, and recent verbal abuse to himself whilst extinguishing a fire. He has been in discussion with the Police (Govan Police Station, Craigie Street substation) who are commencing patrols, and would like to be informed of any incidents. Scott confirmed from experience that they will rapidly attend a call. Scott had prepared a letter outlining these points for distribution to the Squares.

ACTION

· SM had already prepared and printed a letter for distribution after the meeting

3.
Finance

The current balance is £2683.61. This includes £150 of donations from the AGM, plus new members including David Meikle. The healthy balance means the Society need not host an autumn event this year if an organiser cannot be found.

Lynne reported that the first Gift Aid return for the Inland Revenue was due, and will discuss this with Joanne.

There was no other outstanding expenditure.

ACTION

· LF will discuss the Gift Aid return with JM

4.
Communications
NEWSLETTER

Laura confirmed the next newsletter will be due around the time of the October meeting. Planned articles will include those on the AGM, Policing issues (including the involvement of David Meikle and Scott’s Letter) and an article on energy efficiency in older properties (including the recently announced Government subsidies for insulation).

Website / Blog

Laura confirmed there had been an increase in website interest over the summer, and the blog had been more active.

Margaret raised the issue that the September meeting’s details were not on the website; posting the details could encourage a greater attendance. Laura identified that this may have been tied in with the late arrival of the minutes of the previous meeting, the posting of which triggers the website update. All concerned agreed to attempt to improve this.

ACTION

· ALL will try to maintain communications to keep matters up to date

· LM will inform MM of the comments

5.
Back Lanes
The discussion at the AGM was reviewed, including the vote where the majority agreed that the original back lanes project covering the whole area of the Squares was not currently feasible. The two uses for ENTRUST money, together with the updates, were reviewed.

LIMITED BACK LANES PROJECT

In conjunction with traffic regulation changes, and the placement of bollards at the two Nithsdale Road entrances, the limited repair and improvement of the back lanes leading up to Nithsdale Road. The bollards and kerb alterations would be the responsibility of the council; the lane repairs would be performed with the ENTRUST money.

· Scott has had two meetings with the council. They would help with promoting the traffic order if there is a reasonable likelihood of the project progressing. This would necessitate the Strathbungo Society performing the initial consultation.

· It was agreed this should include the Nithsdale Road tenements, Moray Place 1-10, but probably not the tenement on Pollokshaws Road, as the properties do not have vehicular access to the gardens from the lanes.

· The initial consultation would be in the form of a letter to owners and occupiers, with a set timescale for reply. 

· Any objection would require a public enquiry for the project to proceed

· Moray Place already has an owners group, who have signalled that they would give their agreement.

· The position of the bollards is not yet agreed, and may be dictated by the cleansing and emergency services.

· The council will not help with costing the lane repairs for ENTRUST. Teresa suggested the WISE group may be able to help .

ACTION

· SM will draft a consultation letter and the council will check wording before printing

· SM will update SL and discuss options for costing

· The consultation would be followed by the quote and then ENTRUST submission

· Aim for the end of the year for being able to move on with the project

LANDSCAPING

The improvement of the landscaping of an area of Strathbungo. At the AGM, the possibilities had been suggested of removable Nithsdale Road planters, or improvement of the walled area of trees at the northern end of Moray Place.

· Discussions with the council had been productive. Their original objection to planters on the grounds of not wanting responsibility for upkeep had led to useful offers.

· The agreed plan will be for the Strathbungo Society to purchase four tiered planters, two of which will be placed at either end of Nithsdale Road during the summer. The cost of these will be around £200 each, to come from the ENTRUST money (assuming approval).

· The council will take the responsibility for planting these, and their removal for winter storage.

· The council have also offered to remove the dead trees from the triangular walled area at the end of Moray Place, and rebuild the wall.

· This project in total, therefore, should hopefully cost in the region of £1000, leaving the majority of the ENTRUST money still to be used on the Back Lanes.

6.
Planning and Licensing

21 Regent Park Square

Application to change a window to a door at the basement front of the property, and for internal alterations. After discussion, it was agreed that the society should object, as on RPS the door would be clearly visible from the street, altering the house appearance.

27 Regent Park Square

Application to swap a door and window at the basement rear of the property, which would return these to their original position

6 Regent Park Square

Application for subdivision (already objected to)

Laura will investigate to possibility of a link from the website to pdf’s from Historic Scotland about conservation.

ACTION

· SM to object to the 21 RPS application

7.
Events
Autumn Event / Coffee Morning

Joanna is taking a deserved break, meaning there is currently no organiser for the coffee morning. The possibility of either this, or a more Christmas-orientated event, was discussed. Lynne confirmed that the event was not needed for funding, and it was agreed that unless an organiser came forward in the next week then the Society would not host an event this year.

ACTION
· LM will e-mail a request for a volunteer

BUNGO AT THE BELLS

Teresa Mooney volunteered her garden at 53 Queen Square / 18 Regent Park Square for the celebrations. Nearer the time, organisations for the PA system, mulled wine, and the requests for leaving the end of the street clear of parking would be addressed. After previous objections, the Society would not officially be involved in the fireworks for the event.

8. 
AOB

Scott brought up the subject of the Gazebos. Stephen Lamb has offered his garage for storage.

The next meeting will be on 20th October at GRIANACH
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